


Graduate Enrollment By Ethnicity

Dear Prospective Student,
 
I am delighted that you are interested in graduate programs at 
Prairie View A&M University.  I applaud the efforts you have taken 
to enhance your preparedness and understand that you are looking 
for the ideal place to continue your academic endeavors.  PVAMU 
is a great choice for your graduate studies and provides a range of 
options for supporting your goals.
 
As the state’s second oldest public institution of higher education, 
our doors are open to students of all cultures and backgrounds.  

Dedicated to fulfilling its land grant mission of achieving excellence 
in teaching, research and service since 1876, your future will be 
enhanced by a Prairie View A&M University education.  Alumni of 
our graduate programs are excelling all over this nation, and can 
be found throughout the State of Texas in influential positions.   
 
I strongly encourage you to review the content of this brochure, 
apply for admission at www.applytexas.org and visit our campus.  
You are welcome here and we look forward to providing you with 
the information and tools to equip you for the journey ahead. 
 
Best Wishes,

George C. Wright
President

Greetings,
 
We now boast more than 130 years of research, teaching and service 
throughout the world and we appreciate your consideration of our 
historic institution for an advanced degree in your chosen field. 
Some of our excellent graduate degree programs include those in 
education, engineering, nursing and currently PVAMU is one of the 
only universities in the nation that offers a PhD in juvenile justice.
 
We invite you to imagine yourself here!  The University’s 
administration, current students, faculty and more than 51,500  
alumni know that graduate education at Prairie View A&M 
University extends the convenience and flexibility necessary to 
successfully obtain an advanced degree.  Our University is of the 
first class and our students and alumni are enjoying careers and 
competing with the best of the best across the country.
 
Notice the range of programs offered through nine colleges and 
schools with 41 master’s degrees and four doctoral programs 
available.  You are sure to find a program that will suit your needs.  
Again, thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,

William H. Parker
Dean, Graduate School
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                                                                  is the second oldest comprehensive 
public institution of higher education in the State of Texas.  A member of  The Texas A&M 
University System, it is a land-grant university authorized under the Morrill Acts of 1862 
and 1890.  The University’s Graduate School offers 41 master’s degrees and four doctoral 
programs.

Beyond the variety of majors, the cost of attending Prairie View A&M University delivers an 
affordable value for those seeking an advanced degree. 

Many weekend and evening classes, along with the close proximity to Houston make 
graduate school at Prairie View A&M University manageable for working professionals.

The average class size is 18 in the master’s programs and seven in the doctoral programs.  
The faculty, staff and students of the Graduate School come from a wide-range of 
professions, careers and cultures.  By utilizing the University’s highly trained faculty and 
competitive research capabilities, your path to personal and professional advancement will 
be enhanced by a graduate degree from Prairie View A&M University.

m e s s a g e s  f r o m

The President & The Dean
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                    MASTER’S     DOCTORATE

Asian 27 3

Black  1,879 73

Hispanic 60 5

Indian 3 0

International 45 9

White 128 16

Unknown 15 1

MASTER’S DOCTORATE

 

Certified figures from the CBM 001, Fall 2007
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Graduate programs at Prairie View A&M University provide opportunities for advanced study to qualified candidates seeking an 
intellectually challenging and stimulating environment. Comprehensive programs are offered under the joint supervision of the 
Graduate School and the various colleges and schools with master’s or doctoral and certification programs.

The University is committed to advanced education through the master’s degree in education, engineering, natural sciences, nursing, 
selected social sciences, agriculture, business and human sciences.  It has expanded its advanced educational offerings to include the 
doctor of philosophy degree in juvenile justice, clinical adolescent psychology, electrical engineering and educational leadership.  

The University’s main campus is located in Waller county approximately 40 miles northwest of Houston and one mile north of U.S. 
Highway 290 on Farm Road 1098.  More than 2,000 currently enrolled graduate students comprise a diverse and dynamic population 
that represents areas from across the United States as well as many foreign countries.  All of its graduate degree programs are offered 
on the main campus in Prairie View; however, selected degree programs in education, business, engineering and nursing are offered 
at distance sites in the Houston area.  Off-campus sites are currently located in Spring, Texas at the Prairie View A&M University 
Northwest Graduate Center, the campus of the College of Nursing in the Texas Medical Center in Houston and Lone Star College - 
University Center in The Woodlands, Texas. 

Contact

Dr. William H. Parker, Dean
Prairie View A&M University
Wilhelmina F. Delco Building, Suite 120
P. O. Box 519; MS 2800 
Prairie View, Texas 77446 
Phone: (936) 261-3500
Fax: (936) 261-3529
Email: gradadmissions@pvamu.edu
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 Graduate Degrees Offered

The College of Agriculture and Human Sciences provides 
quality, relevant academic, research and outreach programs 
in the agricultural, food, family and environmental sciences. 
This mission is in direct alignment with the overall 
University’s mission of dedication to excellence in teaching, 
programs and services.

College of Agriculture and Human Sciences 
Prairie View A&M University
P.O. Box 519; MS 2001, Prairie View, Texas 77446

Dr. Freddie L. Richards, Sr.	 (936) 261-5133	 flrichards@pvamu.edu
Professor/Interim Dean & Administrator, Cooperative Extension Program

Dr.  Alfred L. Parks	 (936) 261-5000	 alparks@pvamu.edu
Research Director, Cooperative Agricultural Research Center 

Dr. Richard W. Griffin	 (936) 261-2519	 rwgriffin@pvamu.edu
Head, Department of Agriculture, Nutrition and Human Ecology

Dr. Nelson T. Daniels	 (936) 261-5112 	 ntdaniels@pvamu.edu
Associate Administrator, Cooperative Extension Program 5

C o l l e g e  o f 

Agriculture & 
     Human Sciences
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The College of Agriculture and Human Sciences has had its roots firmly established at 
Prairie View A&M University since 1879 when the University’s academic curriculum was 
expanded to include agriculture and home economics. The College of Agriculture and 
Human Sciences is unique in that it operates in the true land-grant tradition of teaching, 
research and service through its academic, extension and research components. 

The College offers a diverse curriculum to students through its Department of 
Agriculture, Nutrition and Human Ecology and prepares them to respond effectively 
to complex social issues relating to the food, agricultural, human and natural resource 
sciences.  Innovative strategies are used in the delivery of classroom, laboratory and 
experiential learning activities that prepare graduates to engage in a diverse and global 
labor force.   The Master of Science in Human Science offers a student an opportunity 
to begin preparation for state licensure as a marriage and family therapist and other 
professional licenses.

Scholarship and Fellowship Opportunities

Graduate student hourly positions and graduate research assistantships are available 
within the College through the Cooperative Agricultural Research Center and the 
Cooperative Extension Program. 

Post Baccalaureate

The Dietetic Internship Program is a supervised program in dietetics, and students who 
have completed a baccalaureate degree and hold a valid Didactic Program in Dietetics 
(DPD) verification statement are eligible to apply. The internship incorporates the 
accreditation standards needed for students to acquire the competencies to function 
as entry-level registered dietitians. 

Partnerships

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – 1890 Liaison Officers 
USDA – Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Service 
USDA – 1890 Scholars Program 

MS	 Agricultural Economics

MS	 Animal Science

MS	 Soil Science

MS	 Human Science 

PRAI R IE VI EW A&M UNIVERSITY

Mission Statement
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Architecture
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The Prairie View A&M University architecture program prepares its graduates for 
leadership roles in transforming America’s cities and improving the quality of life 
through sustainable solutions that enhance the built environment.  Offering a diverse 
curriculum involving architecture, community development and construction, led by 
accomplished faculty in a computer and studio intensive environment, the School of 
Architecture educates its graduates to become active and skilled practitioners.  As 
an educational focus, students are challenged to develop their abilities in problem 
solving, creative thinking and decision making.  This is achieved in a student-centered 
environment that fosters personal development and professional excellence.  

The architecture program received its initial accreditation from the National 
Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB) in June 1992 and has maintained accreditation 
since that time.  The program also maintains membership in the Association of  
Collegiate Schools of Architecture (ACSA).  Prairie View A&M University’s location 
near Houston and several other major cities offers an opportunity for students to 
enrich their learning experience through access to the greater architectural community 
of the region and numerous employment opportunities in the field of architecture, 
community development and construction management.

To fulfill its responsibilities to the State of Texas and Prairie 
View A&M University in teaching, research and service, 
the mission of the architecture program is to educate and 
prepare graduates to assume professional employment 
positions in design, planning, construction and ownership.  
The program uses a Learning Community Model to 
cultivate knowledge by linking curriculum and activities in 
its three programs: Architecture, Construction Science and 
Community Development.  Through this holistic approach, 
graduates should acquire critical thinking skills necessary for 
the challenges of the global community.

MArch	T he master of Architecture Degree is accredited by the National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB), the sole agency authorized 
to accredit professional architecture degree programs in the United States. Most state licensing registration boards require a degree 
from an accredited professional degree program as a prerequisite for taking the Architectural Registrations Exam (ARE).  

MCD	T he master of Community Development program offers specialization and academic certification in: Fundraising, Historic Preservation, 
Community Planning, Real Estate Development and International Community. 

76
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Graduate Degrees Offered

Mission Statement

School of Architecture
Prairie View A&M University
P.O. Box 519; MS 2100, Prairie View, Texas 77446 

Office of the Dean	 (936) 261-9800 	 architecture@pvamu.edu



Biology
Dr. Harriette 
Howard-Lee Block 	 (936) 261-3161	 hlblock@pvamu.edu

Chemistry
Dr. Aderemi Oki 	 (936) 261-3106	 aroki@pvamu.edu

Language and Communications
Dr. Dejun Liu	 (936) 261-3712/3728 	deliu@pvamu.edu

Mathematics
Dr. Aliakbar Haghighi 	 (963) 857-1977 	 amhaghighi@pvamu.edu

Social, Behavioral and Political Science
Dr. Walle Engedayehu 	 (936) 261-3202	 waengedayehu@pvamu.edu

The Marvin D. and June Samuel Brailsford College of Arts and 
Sciences is committed to serving all students through academic 
programs aimed at developing creative thinking, critical analysis, 
problem-solving and communication skills that are fundamental 
to intellectual development and professional success. Equally 
important is the College’s commitment to developing students’ 
ethical and civic standards.  The College strives to integrate 
teaching and research in the context of interdisciplinary learning 
through individual attention to students, innovative strategies 
of teaching, effective use of technology and the promotion of 
economic development, partnerships and cultural pursuits.   An 
innovative and responsive spirit guides the College, balancing 
access and quality with efficiency, diversity and a commitment 
to partnerships with local and global communities.

The Marvin D. and June Samuel Brailsford College of Arts and Sciences is the largest 
college at PVAMU.   The 10 departments represent a range of academic disciplines and 
provide challenging intellectual experiences in advanced education, thus contributing 
to the general and professional education of our graduate students.   The College offers 
vigorous programs and graduate degrees in five of its academic departments: Biology, 
Chemistry, English, Mathematics and Sociology.  All graduate faculty hold terminal 
degrees in their respective fields of study and are actively engaged in research.  Faculty 
members provide graduate students with rich educational experiences while offering 
students a unique opportunity to attain their educational goals. 

The graduate programs offer small classes, real world application of concepts and 
theories and the flexibility to choose coursework that meets the personal and 
professional goals and interests of students.  

Chemistry Research Projects 
Organic and Bioorganic:  Applications of novel heterocycles and combinatory chemistry; 
Chemical Biology: Blood coagulation and fibrinolysis S100 protein family in cellular process;
Molecular modeling on enzymes functionality
NanoScience: Covalent functionalization of carbon nanotubes and nanocomposites;  Theoretical 

modeling of properties of carbon nanotubes
Analytical Chemistry: Surface and interfacial characterization as it relates to environmental problems

English Research Projects and Creative Writing
Enhancing the Humanities at Prairie View A&M University through Film
Poetry in Vision (Using new media technology to present poems)
Medieval Literature
Folklore and British Literature
Women Studies
Technical Writing in the Computer Era

Biology Research Interests and Projects 
Genomics and Reproductive Physiology
Role of Kallikrein Genes in Ovarian Cancer Cells
Cation Exchangers in the Plant Cell
Mitochondrial Biosynthesis and Function
Hypertension and Exercise Physiology

Math Research and Development Projects
Approximation Theory
Differential and Difference Equations
Dynamical Systems

MS 	 Biology
	 Biology with a concentration in: 
	E nvironmental Toxicology
	M olecular Biology
	S cience Education
MS 	C hemistry
MA 	E nglish
MS 	M athematics
MA 	S ociology 
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Stochastic Processes
Statistics
Wavelets
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Business
imagine yourself here

College of Business, Graduate Programs in Business
Prairie  View A&M University
P.O. Box 519; MS 2320, Prairie View, Texas 77446
(936) 261-9215 
mba@pvamu.edu or msa@pvamu.edu    

Dr. John Dyck	 (936) 261-9217 	          jwdyck@pvamu.edu
Director, Graduate Programs in Business

The vision of the College of Business (COB) is to be a premier 
business program that empowers students to realize their 
dreams through an excellent education. 

The mission of the COB is to provide a diverse student body 
with a business education that produces readily employable 
professionals who are productive, ethical, entrepreneurial 
and  prepared to succeed in a competitive global economy. 
The College is committed to the pursuit of excellence in 
teaching, research and service. These goals will be achieved 
through an outstanding faculty and by building partnerships 
with stakeholders and corporate organizations.  The student 
experience will be distinguished by personal attention, 
teamwork, leadership training and an understanding of the link 
between business and society. 

Established in 1977, Prairie View A&M University’s College of Business offers two master’s 
degree programs - the Master of Business Administration and the Master of Science in 
Accounting.  Graduate courses are conveniently scheduled on weekday evenings, Saturdays 
an online to meet the needs of working professionals.

Irrespective of a student’s background, industry or profession, an MBA degree can greatly 
benefit individuals in business and management positions. The MBA degree program focuses 
on providing graduates with the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in all types of 
business enterprises. The curriculum integrates various business disciplines to provide the 
theory and practical application needed to assume a leadership role as a manager or an 
entrepreneur.

The MSA degree focuses on providing advanced training in accounting to prepare 
professionals for careers in public, private and governmental accounting.  The curriculum 
is designed to provide both accounting and non-accounting majors with a course of study 
to meet their needs.  The primary objective of the MSA program is to prepare graduates 
to meet the prerequisites for the Uniform Certified Public Accountant (CPA) Examination.  
Students who may also benefit from the MSA degree include those who plan to enter the 
fields of corporate accounting or consulting, plan to pursue the Certified Management 
Accountant (CMA) license or teach accounting.  

The PVAMU College of Business is fully accredited by the  Association to  Advance 
Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB International), the premier accrediting agency for 
bachelor’s and master’s degree programs in business administration.

MBA 	M aster of Business Administration
			C   oncentration in Finance
			C   oncentration in Management Information Systems

MSA 	M aster of Science in Accounting 

Additional admission Requirements
Application to College of Business, Graduate 
Programs in Business

Three references

Undergraduate transcripts

GMAT scores (Students in “provisional status” 
must take the GMAT prior to completing 12 
semester credit hours)

Essay titled, “Why I Want an MBA/MSA”

Applications and degree plan options are available  
at http://www.pvamu.edu/MBA
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Education
The Whitlowe R. Green College of Education is the designated 
teacher education unit of the University.  The objectives of the 
College center on the areas of pre-service, in-service and continuing 
education of teachers in elementary and secondary schools.

The purpose of the College’s graduate programs is to help 
practitioners in the field gain a mastery of knowledge and skills 
in a particular area or discipline.  Programs are designed to meet 
the needs of a diverse student population including but not 
limited to elementary teachers, subject area teachers, teachers of 
children with special needs, counselors and those who aspire for 
supervisory and administrative roles in elementary and secondary 
schools.  The graduate coursework also enables educators to 
receive certification and/or endorsement in additional fields.  
Individuals with degrees in fields outside of education who desire 
to be certified as teachers may pursue graduate studies to meet 
the state certification requirements.

Prairie View A&M University named its College of Education, the Whitlowe R. Green 
College of Education, in honor of an alumnus and educator whose $2.1 million 
bequest became the largest individual donation in the University’s history.

Whitlowe Radcliffe Green graduated from Prairie View State Normal & Industrial 
College in 1936. A champion of education, he faithfully served as an economics 
teacher in the Houston Independent School District until his retirement in 1983.  
Well-respected by his peers, he treasured his alma mater and placed a premium 
on educating students. His outstanding contribution has provided scholarships and 
educational opportunities for many students in a variety of majors.  Through the 
Whitlowe R. Green College of Education, Green’s memory will be cherished and 
remembered by the students, faculty and staff who will benefit from his fine example 
as an alumnus, philanthropist and educator.

Known for producing outstanding teachers, principals and education administrators, 
the College is located in the Wilhelmina Fitzgerald Delco Building on the University’s 
main campus.  Education is the heartbeat of society and graduate students of the 
College are trained to lead, administer and improve education in venues at all levels. 
Graduates of the College are equipped to serve as skilled teachers, counselors, school 
and district administrators, researchers, education program directors, policymakers 
and college and university administrators. 

Curriculum & Instruction	
MEd/MSEd	 Curriculum & Instruction with a concentration in:   Agriculture Education, Educational Media & Technology, Elementary Education 
	 (Early Childhood Education), Home Economics, Industrial Education, Mathematics Education, Reading Education, Science Education
MAEd/MEd 	C urriculum & Instruction with a  concentration in:   English Education and Music Education
MEd/MSEd     Special Education

Health and Human Performance
MEd/MS	H ealth & Physical Education with a concentration in: Health Education and Physical Education

Educational Leadership and Counseling
MEd/MSEd	E ducational Administration
MA/MSEd	C ounseling
PhD                Educational Leadership 1 31 2
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College of Education
Prairie View A&M University
P.O. Box 519; MS 2400, Prairie View, Texas 77446

Office of the Dean	 (936) 261-3600

 W h i t l o w e  R .  G r e e n 

c o l l e g e  o f 



Contact?

The mission of the College of Engineering is to sustain an 
infrastructure that will attract and maintain a world-class 
faculty that produces and trains graduates set to meet and 
exceed the highest level of professional standards. These 
graduates will be prepared for a career of life-long learning 
that will result in leaders, productive workers, innovators 
and entrepreneurs who will positively impact the increasingly 
multi-disciplinary and diverse national economy.  The College 
serves as a value added partner with the University to 
excel in engineering education and research and to service 
and maintain its relevance to regional, national and global 
communities.

MS 	C omputer Information Systems

MS 	C omputer Science

MSENG 	E ngineering (Concentration in Chemical, Civil or 

	E nvironmental and Mechanical)

MSEE 	E lectrical Engineering

PhD	E lectrical Engineering

1 51 4
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College of Engineering
Prairie View A&M University
P.O. Box 519; MS 2502, Prairie View, Texas 77446

Office of the Dean	 (936) 261-9900

Barbara Thompson	 (936) 261-9896	  bathompson@pvamu.edu
Graduate Student Coordinator

Prairie View A&M University’s College of Engineering has distinguished itself as a 
premier program.  The College maintains a reputation for integrating theoretical 
knowledge with advanced hands-on industry experience.  Many of its graduates are 
employed throughout the business and technological communities through Fortune 
500 companies and as successful entrepreneurs.  Overall, the College’s programs 
produce graduates that are equipped to exercise a competitive advantage in several 
engineering disciplines.

Currently, the College offers four master’s degree programs and one doctoral degree.  
The Master of Science in Engineering degree program provides concentrated study 
in chemical, civil, environmental or mechanical engineering.  The master degree 
programs in Computer Science, Computer Information Systems and Electrical 
Engineering provide opportunities for advanced technological research.  In addition, 
the doctoral program in Electrical Engineering is well supported by the new state-of-
the-art electrical engineering building with facilities and laboratories where graduate 
students can engage in extensive research training and instruction.

Mission Statement



The College is committed to excellence in education, training, 
prevention, research and service.  By offering a diverse 
curriculum in its graduate and undergraduate courses, the 
College educates empiricists, educators and practitioners in 
juvenile justice and psychology.

The College is committed to producing graduates with 
superior oral and written communication skills. Instructional 
techniques include a variety of technological and research tools.  
Our pedagogy emphasizes both content and style in individual 
and group settings.  Professors are encouraged to use their 
individual creative styles in pursuit of academic excellence.

Founded as the first of its kind in the U.S., the College of Juvenile Justice and 
Psychology and the Texas Juvenile Crime Prevention Center, offer specialized training 
and research opportunities to individuals seeking to become leading academicians 
and practitioners in the areas of juvenile justice and psychology. The College and 
Center are housed in a 68,000 square foot, state-of-the-art building, complete with 
offices for faculty, staff and graduate students. The structure also includes classrooms, 
seminar rooms, research laboratories, training rooms, a psychology clinic, a mock 
courtroom and a lecture auditorium.

The first three doctoral degrees in the history of Prairie View A&M University 
were awarded in juvenile justice.  Faculty and professional staff represent numerous 
academic disciplines, while educating students within a diverse curricula.  Highly 
competitive assistantships are available to eligible full-time students.

In January 2006, the College’s first refereed journal, Knowledge and Best Practices in 
Juvenile Justice & Psychology, was published.

MS	 Juvenile Justice 

MSJFP	 Juvenile Forensic Psychology

PhD	 Juvenile Justice 

PhD	C linical Adolescent Psychology 

College of Juvenile Justice and Psychology
Prairie View A&M University
P.O. Box 519; MS 2600, Prairie View, Texas 77446

Office of the Dean	 (936) 261-5200

Toll Free                    	 (866) 819-2855   

Shelia Robinson	 (936) 261-5207	 skrobinson@pvamu.edu 
Graduate Student Recruiter

1 71 6
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The faculty of the College of Nursing at Prairie View A&M 
University embrace the University’s mission of excellence 
in education, research and service. The primary goal of the 
College of Nursing is to prepare beginning professionals 
as nurse generalists and advanced practice nurses who 
have a foundation for continuing personal, professional and 
educational growth. Graduates are prepared to practice in a 
variety of settings and to assume leadership roles in response 
to the health needs of a rapidly changing, complex society.

The College of Nursing’s graduate programs prepare registered professional nurses to 
be advanced practice nurses in the specialty areas of Family Nurse Practitioner, Nurse 
Administration and Nurse Education. The faculty of the College of Nursing believes that 
graduate education is the most effective means of preparing nurses for advanced practice 
roles through academic excellence, intellectual curiosity and leadership development. 
Graduate classes are offered during the evening onsite and online. 

The College of Nursing has a 90-year rich history of accomplishments and national 
accreditations. Housed in a state-of-the-art twelve-story facility in the TMC, the College 
is accredited by the Board of Nurse Examiners for the State of Texas and holds two 
national accreditations from the National League for Nursing Accrediting Commission 
(NLNAC) and the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). 

The College continues to remain relevant in the quality and variety of programs offered 
through advanced technology, highly skilled faculty and mutual partnerships.

Scholarships Opportunities
A. Jeanette Jones Endowment – Tuition Support
Dollie Braithwaite Scholarship – Tuition Support
Health Resources and Services Administration Traineeship – Tuition/ Book Support

MSN Family Nurse Practitioner prepares advanced-practice nurses to provide 
primary health care to clients, families and communities. Courses cover theoretical 
foundations for nursing practice, health systems and models, advanced pathophysiology, 
advanced pharmacology, nursing research and advanced health assessment.

MSN  Nurse Administration prepares nurses to serve in a variety of leadership 
and managerial roles within the health care delivery system. Business and health 
informatics courses provide the opportunity to learn business skills.

MSN  Nurse Education prepares graduates to teach in academics, health care 
institutions, and the community.  Through specialized coursework, students gain the 
necessary skills to prepare them to become nurse educators. Emphasis is placed on 
program curriculum development, teaching/learning theories, clinical teaching, and 
outcome evaluation.

professional Certifications
Family Nurse Practitioner, Nurse Administration and Nurse Education

additional Admission Requirements
Graduate of an Accredited Nursing program with a 
Baccalaureate of Science Nursing Degree (NLNAC or 
CCNE).
Submit official transcripts covering all periods of 
enrollment in institutions of higher education.
Satisfactorily complete a basic statistics course and a 
health assessment course.
Possess a  Grade Point Average (GPA) of 2.75 on a 4.0 
scale in the last 60 hours of coursework toward the 
undergraduate nursing degree and a minimum GPA of 
3.0 (B average) in all prior graduate course work.
Submit Graduate Record Examination (GRE) scores 
that are within ten (10) years.
Submit three (3) letters of recommendation from 
professional nurses, one of which must be from a 
former nursing faculty.

Present a current resume or curriculum vitae.

Houston Campus:  Prairie View A&M University, College of Nursing
6436 Fannin Street, Houston, Texas 77030

The Woodlands Campus:  The University Center
3232 College Park Drive,  The Woodlands, Texas 77384

Nursing Research Center:  College of Nursing
6436 Fannin Street, Suites 1243, Houston, Texas 77030
Collaborative research with Texas Medical Center faculty focuses on 
disparity and underserved populations and nursing practice outcomes.

Dr. Jennifer Goodman	 (713) 797-7015 	 jjgoodman@pvamu.edu
Director, Graduate Nursing Programs

Ms. Crystal Edwards	 (713) 797-7011	 cjedwards@pvamu.edu
Administrative Assistant

1 91 8
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R e s e a r c h 
C e n t e r s          

A g r i c u l t u r e  &  H u m a n  S c i e n ces 
The Cooperative Agricultural Research Center, a federally 
supported facility, coordinates research activities in three major areas: 
Animal Systems, Food Systems and Plant and Environmental Systems.

Home to 24 agricultural research scientists, specialists and technicians, 
these professionals conduct basic and applied research to advance 
technological developments that improve socio-economic conditions 
of clientele locally, nationally and internationally, with emphasis on the 
historically underserved. 

Agricultural research scientists are making major strides in caprine 
research, the emerging technology of synthetic biology and research 
techniques to combat obesity.  A research scientist in the CARC received 
Prairie View A&M University’s first patent. To date, CARC has eight 
patents, including those in the areas of controlling bacteria in mold and 
controlling toxic chemicals in the environment. 

The International Goat Research Center was built in 1981 and 
currently home to over 1,000 dairy and meat goats.  The Center is one 
of the largest and longest established goat research programs in the 
country. The Goat Research Center specializes in research in the areas 
of genetics, reproductive physiology, nutrition and veterinary health. 
Research projects currently ongoing at the Center address value-added 
products from goat milk to goat meat.

In addition to supporting the research and academic programs at Prairie 
View A&M University, the International Goat Research Center is very 
active in the Cooperative Extension Program’s public outreach programs, 
hosting open houses, field days and 4-H events throughout the year.  

For the past 25 years, the Cooperative Agricultural Research Center has 
hosted the Goat Field Day, an event that addresses relevant goat industry 
information and needs of goat producers ranging from basic management 
techniques to marketing various products. 

Throughout 2008, the International Goat Research Center and the 
CAHS’ Institute for International Agribusiness Studies have been involved 
in a project funded by the United States Agency for International 
Development to improve animal health, farm management and marketing 
of sheep and goats in Ethiopia.

A r ch  i t ec  t u r e
In collaboration with the graduate and undergraduate programs in 
the School of Architecture, the Community for Urban and Rural 
Enhancement Services (CURES) and the Texas Institute for the 
Preservation of History and Culture (TIPHC) provide graduate 
and undergraduate students with research opportunities to enhance 
their learning experiences. Both centers serve as a service-learning 
forum for graduate students enrolled in the Architecture and Community 
Development programs (internship, studio and practicum classes).

The mission of the Texas Institute for the Preservation of History and 
Culture is to collect, preserve, study and make available for research, 
records, documents, artifacts and other items relating to the history and 
culture of Texas with emphasis on the contributions of African Americans 
throughout the state.  The Institute also encourages the collection and 
preservation of disappearing materials such as historic buildings, written 
documents, vernacular architecture, burial sites and oral histories.

The mission of the CURES center is to serve as an agent for positive 
enhancement of communities with concentration on pursuing sustainable 
solutions for the built environment. CURES is designed to meet the needs 
of individuals, organizations and units of government involved with resolving 
community issues with an emphasis on the built environment.  Faculty and 
students help develop vision and plans to solve these community issues.

B u s i n ess 
Proudly serving Waller and Grimes Counties, Prairie View A&M University’s 
Small Business Development Center (SBDC) is a business consulting 
and training center and is part of the University of Houston Small Business 
Development Center Network, which serves 32 counties in Southeast 
Texas. The SBDC at Prairie View A&M University seeks to provide business 
counseling and training without regard to sex, race, color, gender, marital 
status, religion, age, national origin, disability, veteran’s status or any 
other constitutionally or statutorily impermissible reasons.  The Center 
is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Small 
Business Administration and funded in part by Prairie View A&M University.  
Arrangements for the physically handicapped are available upon individual 
request. Call Brazos Transit at (800) 272-0039. 

The Center for International Business Education (CIBE) was created 
to enhance the College’s international business program.  It provides quality 
education and assistance to businesses, the local community, faculty and 
students on international trade and global competitiveness.  The CIBE works 
closely with the PVAMU Small Business Development Center in assisting the 
local economic development agencies in the preparation of grant proposals 
and providing assistance to the local governments in their efforts to attract 
foreign plants to the region.  

The CIBE began operation in December 2004, after receiving the highly 
prestigious Business and International Education (BIE) grant from the U.S. 
Department of Education (the grant was renewed in 2006).  Since this time, 
the Center has employed students to assist local firms in identifying business 
opportunities in overseas markets, established a study abroad program for 
students through a partnership with the Universidad de las Américas (UDLA) 
in Puebla, Mexico and offered student field trips and summer workshops for 
local high school teachers and the local business community to increase their 
awareness of international business opportunities.  

E n g i n ee  r i n g
Center for Applied Radiation Research (CARR) is a comprehensive 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) research center 
at Prairie View A&M University.  The Center is focused on developing 
capabilities and techniques that will lead to a better, more fundamental 
understanding of space radiation effects on devices, materials and the 
human crew environment.  The research emphasis is on tasks related to 
human space flight in conjunction with the missions and strategic plan of the 
Human Exploration and Development of Space (HEDS) strategic enterprise.  
However, the research is fundamentally cross-enterprise in nature since all 
aerospace activities take place in a potentially hostile radiation environment.  
CARR is funded by NASA.

Center for Materials, Microdesign and Microfabrication (CM3)  
shares with CARR a common human resources and facility base, but 
addresses a broader range of challenges.  It serves as an umbrella structure 
for various projects in electronic materials, materials synthesis, radiation 
testing and microelectronics.

Center of Excellence for Communication Systems Technology 
Research (CECSTR) is a comprehensive research center with the 
capabilities of seeking an understanding of all aspects of communication 
systems, DSP Solutions, Image Processing, Mixed Signal Systems and High 
Speed (Broadband) Communication Systems.  The Center seeks to answer 
relevant questions concerning various strategic enterprises and explores 
the means to use the knowledge acquired to benefit mankind and increase 
the State of Texas and the nation’s economic competitiveness.  CECSTR 
occupies some 2,100 square feet of laboratory and classroom space.   The 
Center has four teaching and research laboratories: Tellabs & Hewlett 
Packard Communications Systems Lab, Texas Instruments, Inc. Mixed 
Signal Systems Lab, DSP Solutions Lab and the Spring Broadband Access 
Technologies Lab.  The laboratories are equipped with state-of-the-art 
equipment and instruments. CECSTR is funded by Texas Instruments, Sprint, 
Tellabs and Hewlett-Packard.

Future Aerospace, Science and Technology (FAST) Center on 
Lightweight Structural Materials Processing conducts research in line with the 
needs of the U.S. Air Force, industry and the U. S. government.  Researchers 
use the center to process and characterize composites for both military and 
civilian use.  The FAST Center strives to position PVAMU as a national leader in 
the development of lightweight, high-temperature polymer matrix composites.    
The FAST Center is funded by the U.S.  Air Force Office of Scientific Research.
 

Thermal Science Research Center (TSRC) allows researchers to 
conduct both basic and applied research, development and design in the 
broad engineering area of thermal science.  Much of the work in the TSRC 
includes both experimentation and engineering modeling and simulation.  
Project collaboration links center researchers with their counterparts 
in such places as the European Community, Japan and the former Soviet 
Union.  The TSRC is funded by the U. S. Department of Energy, NASA, the U. S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Sandia National Laboratories and the Center 
for Space Power.

Computational Fluid Dynamics Institute (CFDI) is involved in 
two ongoing projects with NASA Marshall and the Rocketdyne division 
of Boeing North America.  The Marshall grant focuses on developing 
computational fluid dynamics technology for supersonic ramjet/scramjet 
combustion.  The Rocketdyne project involves performing detailed analysis 
of an air augmented rocket.  The CFDI was established in partnership with the 
Rocketdyne division of Boeing North America.

Texas Gulf Coast Environmental Data (TEXGED) Center collects 
data from space through TRW Space and Technology and establishes 
database systems giving the researchers and decision-makers information 
needed to plan and assess the environmental problems along the U.S. Gulf 
Coast’s southern region.  The information serves as a tool for predicting 
environmental changes in the region and for producing methodology 
for risk assessment of the ecosystems.  The TEXGED Center enriches 
the state with knowledge regarding environmental problems, such as 
alteration and loss of habitats, introduced species, water pollution, water 
supply, air pollution, flooding and hurricanes, global climatic changes and 
its impact on the region, ozone layers thinning, radiation, solid wastes, soil 
systems and its contamination, degradation and loss of open spaces, parks 
and forests.   The TEXGED Center is funded by NASA.

J u v e n i l e  J u s t i ce   &  P s y ch  o l o g y
Texas Juvenile Crime Prevention Center is committed to the  
reduction of juvenile crime and delinquency in the State of  Texas.  
Through the creation of the Center and the College of Juvenile Justice 
and Psychology, Prairie View A&M University supports this mission as it 
strives to attain additional national recognition in the areas of education, 
research and service.  Some ongoing research includes:
•	 Post-adjudication placement decisions for females
•	 Comparison of children of alcoholic parents
•	 Life events and their impact on the mental health of young Black men
•	 Juvenile offenders and mental health issues
•	 Mental health treatment effectiveness for juvenile offenders
•	 Dating violence among juvenile offenders
•	 Attachment behaviors of children with incarcerated mothers
•	 Female offenders and post-traumatic stress disorders
•	 Police detention decisions for minors                 
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Certifications
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A ca  d e m i c  Maj   o r  A r eas    f o r  S ec  o n d a ry 
C e rt i f i ca t i o n 

Agriculture (Vocational)	H uman Performance 
Art (All-Levels)	   (Physical Educ.  All-Levels) 
Biology	 Industrial Technology 
Drama (Theatre Arts)	M athematics 
English	M usic (All-Levels) 
Health	 Political Science (Government)
History	S ociology 
Home Economics	S panish  	

A lt e r n at i v e  Teache      r  C e rt i f i ca t i o n  is 
administered by the Director of the Alternative Teacher Certification 
Program.  The program is available for entrance on an annual basis with 
applications being accepted in the fall, spring and summer semesters.

Admission requirements:

(1) 	Hold a bachelor’s degree or higher from an accredited institution, 
with an overall 2.5 or greater grade point average (Foreign 
transcripts must be evaluated for U.S. equivalency)

(2) 	Provide an official transcript of all university course work from	
all universities or colleges attended

(3) Have passed all three sections of the state mandated basic skills 
test (THEA) with the following minimum scores: Math 230, 
Writing 220 and Reading 260

(4) Be recommended by a screening committee for admission to 
the program

Applicants seeking certification in Spanish and French must pass an oral 
(TOPT) and a written (TExES) proficiency exam.

Those enrolled in the ATCP are required to complete six (6) 
semester hours of professional education course work during the 
summer prior to one-year internship and the remaining (6) hours 
during the period of internship.

P r i n c i pa l  S ta n d a r d  C e rt i f i ca t i o n  is issued 
by the State Board for Educator Certification.

Admission requirements: 

(1)	Master’s degree 
(2)	Valid Texas Teacher Certificate 
(3)	Two years of teaching experience 
(4)	Completion of required graduate course work 
(5)	Passing score on the TExES Examination #68 

L i ce  n se  d  P r o f ess   i o n a l  C o u n se  l o r  ( L P C ) 
meets the licensure requirements of the Texas State Board of 
Examiners of Professional Counselors. The course work and practicum 
hours earned in the master’s degree will count toward the 48 graduate 
semester hours of course requirements outlined by the Texas State 
Board of Examiners of Professional Counselors. Students should consult 
their academic advisor for additional requirements for the LPC.  

P r o f ess   i o n a l  C o u n se  l o r  C e rt i f i ca t i o n 
is issued by the State Board for Educator Certification.

Admission requirements:
(1) Two years of teaching experience
(2) Completion of required graduate work in counseling
(3) Passing score on TExES Examination #152

Community Development Certifications
Community Planning - Designing communities to address the 
social, economic and physical needs of its residents
Fundraising - Creating and developing strategies and techniques to 
develop resources to support social development projects
Historic Preservation - Preserving and restoring cultures and 
historic sites within a community
International Community Development - Studying communities 
and their affect on the U.S. economy and preparing graduates to 
contribute globally through the study and research of national and 
international deteriorating and disaster torn communities that are 
in dire need of development.
Real Estate Development - Developing real estate for a community 
sustainability and quality of life; courses in this certification meet the 
course requirements to become a licensed realtor in the State of Texas.
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Application
a d m i ss  i o n  d ea  d l i n es
For admission, at least two months should be allowed for processing.  International applicants should allow more time for the application process.  
Applicants interested in assistantships should apply even earlier and contact the respective departments for information.  

 	 Deadline/$50 Fee	E xtended Deadline/$65 Fee                    Send application & information to:	G raduate School
Summer	M arch 1 	M arch 2-15	 Prairie View A&M University
Fall	 July 1	 July 2-15 	 P.O. Box 519; MS 2800
Spring	N ovember 1	N ovember 2-15	 Prairie View, Texas 77446

A P P LI  C ATION  
Applicants for admission must hold a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution or must expect to receive the degree, before matriculating 
in the Prairie View A&M University Graduate School.  An applicant of a degree program will be evaluated for admission only when the following are 
submitted to the Graduate School: 

(1) Application for admission

(2) $50.00 (non-refundable) application fee (Additional $15.00 Late Fee is required if application is received past deadline)

(3) Official transcripts from EACH institution attended, which must be forwarded directly from the institution(s). Transcripts “Issued to Student” will 
ONLY be accepted in a sealed envelope.  Applicants must include ALL institutions attended regardless of the number or type of credits taken, terms 
attended, or whether transfer credits are reflected on another transcript 

(4) Three letters of recommendation

(5) The Graduate Record Examinations (GRE) or the Graduate Management Admissions Test (GMAT) must be taken within the first 12 hours.  The 
Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) for all non-native speakers of English must be taken before you can be admitted to the University.  
International students must have their transcripts evaluated by a recognized Foreign Credentials Evaluation Service (form should be requested from 
the Office of the Graduate School), provide a notarized “Affidavit of Support” and submit ALL admission materials before admission.

S TA ND  A RDI   Z E D  T E S T S
Graduate Record Examinations (GRE)  All applicants for admission to a graduate degree program (other than business) must submit valid scores 
(scores obtained within the last 10 years) from the GRE General Test to the Graduate School.  The GRE is administered by the Educational Testing 
Service.   www.gre.org or (866) 473-4373

Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT)  Valid GMAT scores (obtained within the last 10 years) are required of applicants seeking 
admission to the MBA and MSA programs.  www.gmat.org or (800) 717-GMAT

Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL)  Valid TOEFL scores (scores obtained within the last 10 years) are required of all non-native 
speakers of English applying for admission to the Graduate School.  webl.toefl.org or (877) 863-3546

R E G I S TR  ATION  
Formal admission to the Graduate School must be initiated before registration for graduate courses can be honored.  Please contact the Registrar’s 
Office at (936) 261-1000 for current registration dates and times.

Note:  It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that a complete application package is received in the Graduate School
on or before the deadline.  An incomplete application package will remain on file for one year. 
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Other Campus Locations Prairie View A&M University offers master’s level graduate degree 
programs in educational administration, business and counseling at the Northwest Graduate Center in Houston.   Master’s level graduate 
courses are also offered at Lone Star College - University Center,  The Woodlands, Texas.  Students enrolled at The Woodlands location must 
take more than 50 percent of their coursework on the University’s main campus.

The University’s main campus is located in Waller County approximately 40 miles northwest of Houston and one mile north of U.S. Highway 
290 on Farm Road 1098.  The Northwest Campus is located at 16000 Stuebner Airline Road, Suite 130 in Spring, Texas and the College of 
Nursing facility is located at 6436 Fannin Street in the world-renowned Texas Medical Center in the heart of Houston.

Financial Aid
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Who can apply?
Graduate students who meet all of the following criteria can apply 
for financial aid through the Office of Student Financial Aid (OSFA)
•	 Be regularly admitted to the Graduate School of Prairie View 

A&M University.
•	 Be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident. 
•	 Be enrolled for the required number of credit hours during each 

semester that aid     is received, and 
•	 Maintain satisfactory academic standing, which is a grade point 

average of 3.0 or higher.

What if I Attend Less Than Full-Time?
Students must be enrolled at least half-time (6 hours) to receive 
federal aid.

How do I Apply for Financial Aid?
Students can apply for financial aid online at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  For 
additional information, review our “Steps to Apply for Financial Aid” 
at http://www.pvamu.edu/pages/2166.asp.

What are some Important Deadlines?
If applying for financial aid, please review deadlines at http://www.
pvamu.edu/pages/2128.asp.

What Criteria are considered when 
Applying for Financial Aid?
Graduate students are, by definition, “self supporting” for financial 
aid purposes.  You are required on the FAFSA to submit income 
and asset information for yourself and your spouse, if applicable.  
If you have terminated your employment or have other special 
circumstances that are not reflected on the FAFSA information, you 
should contact the OSFA. 

What is Available for Graduate Students?
Graduate students applying with the FAFSA are eligible for all federal, 
state, and institutional financial aid programs offered by PVAMU that 
are not limited to undergraduate students.  These include:
1.	G ift aid:  state and institutional grant or scholarship funds that 
	 do not have to be repaid, and 
2.	S elf-help aid:  student loans (need based and non-need based) 

Graduate student loans are available through Federal Family 
Educational Loan Programs (FFELP) and/or bank and state alternative 
loan programs.  The type and amount of financial aid that you are 
awarded depends on your documented financial need.  Need is 
calculated using a federally mandated need-analysis formula, based on 
information reported on the FAFSA and the cost of education at PV.  
At Prairie View, the type of aid most typically received through the  
OSFA is a student loan.  There are two types of government loans:  
subsidized loans, which do not accrue interest while the student is in 
school, and unsubsidized loans, which do accrue interest.
Special notes:
•	 Students admitted as Graduate Provisional students are (1) only 

eligible for the loans allowed to an independent fifth year 
undergraduate; (2) only eligible for aid for one academic year.

•	 Students admitted as Graduate Special students are ineligible for 
student aid.

What Expenses can I expect Financial Aid 
to Cover?
OSFA awards aid based on an average budget for a graduate student 
which includes tuition and fees, books and supplies, living expenses, 
a small transportation allowance and a miscellaneous allowance. In 
some cases, child care expenses that are necessary while you attend 
classes can also be covered.  Typically, financial aid is not available for 
consumer debt or relocation expenses.

What Happens if I get a Fellowship or 
Scholarship?
You must report any new or additional resources to your financial aid 
counselor as soon as you know about them.  Federal regulations require 
that your financial aid awards be based on the difference between your 
available resources and the cost of education.  Receiving funds from the 
sources mentioned above does, therefore, directly affect the amount of 
other financial aid that can be offered by the OSFA.

How do I Pay my Housing Bill?
On-campus housing will be paid with financial aid funds that are 
remaining after other Prairie View debts (such as tuition and fees) have 
been paid.  You are responsible for paying any outstanding balances after 
financial aid funds have been applied.  You will receive excess funds after 
your Prairie View debts are paid and you may use this money for off-
campus rent, deposits, utility bills, food, etc.

What are the Limitations of Financial Aid?
In a given year: a) the subsidized portion of your loan cannot exceed 
$8,500; and b) the unsubsidized portion of your loan cannot exceed 
$12,000. Thus, the total per year cannot exceed $20,500. Over your 
lifetime the total amount you borrow in government loans cannot 
exceed $138,500. 

Each student’s cost of attendance is calculated by the Office of Student 
Financial Services. For 2008-2009, the nine month amount calculated 
cost of attendance for the typical graduate student (Texas Resident) 
was $17,600. (In individual cases the established cost of attendance 
could be higher such as when the student has dependents.) The total 
amount loaned to you, whether through subsidized or unsubsidized 
government loans, cannot exceed your cost of attendance. If you 
have a fellowship, the total amount of loans you can take out for 
that period is lowered one dollar for every fellowship dollar you 
receive. In contrast, if you have a work appointment, the amount of 
loan money available to you is not affected.  

How do I apply for a Federal Student Loan?
To apply for a federal student loan, students must complete entrance 
counseling and e-sign their federal master promissory note.  View 
federal student loan lenders via our Commonly Used Lender List at:  
http://www.pvamu.edu/pages/3101.asp.
Note: Students are not required to select a lender from the lender 
list.  If choosing a lender that is not on the Commonly Used Lender 
List, contact the Financial Aid Customer Service Team to ensure that 
the loan funds are processed in a timely manner. Student loan funds 
are generally applied to student accounts within 48-72 hours.
 

Life Skills?
Beginning summer 2008, ALL aid (e.g. scholarships, fellowships, 
waivers, student loans, etc.) recipients are required to participate 
in the University sanctioned USA Funds Financial Literacy Program.  
The aim of the literacy program is to teach students to manage their 
time and money wisely while they are matriculating and following 
graduation.  The program will provide students with basic strategies 
for completing their degree work in a timely manner and minimize 
their student loan debt, while preparing them to manage and repay 
the loans that financed their education. 

Where can I find out more about Financial 
Aid?
Excellent question!  You can find out more about financial aid via our 
web page at www.pvamu.edu/faid.

If I have Questions, Who is my Designated 
Contact?
Each student at Prairie View A&M University is assigned to a Financial 
Aid Customer Service Team.  Should you wish to contact your Financial 
Aid Customer Service Team, you may do so by visiting the “Who is My 
Counselor?” web page at http://www.pvamu.edu/pages/2122.asp.

imagine yourself here Graduate students at Prairie View Agricultural and Mechanical University 
(PVAMU) may apply for federal, state, and institutional financial aid programs 
administered by the Office of Student Financial Aid (OSFA) by completing a 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).




