
Students, scientists participate in ARD symposium  

ATLANTA, Ga. – Over 40 undergraduate and graduate students 
along with Cooperative Agricultural Research Center scientists 
traveled to Atlanta last week to participate in the 15th Biennial 
Research Symposium of the Association of Research Directors at 
the Hyatt Regency Atlanta. 

The Prairie View A&M University delegation presented competi-
tive research papers and posters in the areas of Food Safety, Hu-

man Nutrition and Health, Renewable Resources and Environmental Stewardship, Small Scale 
Agriculture and Rural Development, Emerging Technologies and Human Sciences. CARC Re-
search Director Alfred L. Parks served as the symposium steering committee chair. 

More than 800 participants attended the symposium and more than 400 research papers and 
posters were presented from the 18 land grant institutions. “This symposium was outstanding,” 
Parks said. “I challenged the 1890 research directors to increase student participation and they 
rose to the challenge. Judging from the caliber of the students’ work, I believe we may find the 
next George Washington Carver among this year’s symposium participants.” 

The theme for this year’s symposium is “1890 Research: Sustainable Solutions for the 21st Cen-
tury.” According to the ARD, the goal of the gathering is “to provide a forum for interactions, 
knowledge sharing, and building networks for expanded partnerships and to showcase the talents 
and achievements of the 1890 community. 

Prairie View A&M University participants included: 
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